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MacFarlane Newsletter
Week 1—Term 1, 2022
01/02/2022

Principal’s Message …….
Welcome to 2022
Hello, my name is Philip Russell and I am the new principal at MacFarlane Primary School. I am very excited
to be here and to meet you over the next few weeks. While I may be new to Katherine, I have lived in the
Northern Territory for the last thirty years.
To those new to the school welcome and to those already enrolled welcome back to the 2022 school year at
MacFarlane Primary School. It is fantastic to be finally back at school and hopefully things will work out so
that we don’t have too many disruptions.
MacFarlane Primary School has a Pandemic Plan and a Response Plan to guide us in the first four weeks of
school. As part of this plan masks must be worn by all staff at the school, except for teachers when they are
teaching face-to-face. Social distancing will be in place as much as possible and hand sanitiser will be
available throughout the school. Everyone should use this as often as possible and especially before eating.
All students in Years 3 and up are recommended to wear masks and we are encouraging this as much as
possible inside classrooms. In addition, air ventilators have been installed in classrooms to help keep everyone
safe.
I would ask that parents drop their children off and pick them up at the front of the school and not accompany
them to their classroom. Preschool and Transition families may take their child to their classroom. Staff will be
on duty to help the children make their way into the school. For the first four weeks of school, we are to limit
the number of visitors we have here each day. If you need to come into school please wear a face mask, follow
social distancing and use hand sanitiser. Also please use the QR code to check-in every time you come into
school.
Families needing uniforms please drop into the office and pick up your Back-to-school voucher.
School attendance is so important for all of our children. The school is now open and operating in a COVID
safe way, so we need all of our children back at school learning. Please contact Kerri or Nipuni in the front
office if your child is going to be away, or your contact details have changed.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions all activities such as excursions have had to be cancelled for the first four
weeks. Hopefully we can look forward to some greater freedoms and some exciting activities in the near
future.

Philip Russell
Principal

Back to School Voucher
Anyone who has not got their
uniforms for the new year
please come to the front office.
For further information please
contact the front office on
08 8965 1700

COVID UPDATES
For the latest information for to the Australian Government Department of Health website:
https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
http://www.macfarlaneprimary.nt.edu.au E: admin.macfash@education.nt.gov.au P: 08 8965 1700 Grevillea Rd Katherine NT 0850
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Please check
in when you
are in school.

Welcome Mr. Russell
Our new principal
Please remember to let us know any changes
to your contact details including phone number
address and emergency contact details.

http://www.macfarlaneprimary.nt.edu.au E: admin.macfash@education.nt.gov.au P: 08 8965 1700 Grevillea Rd Katherine NT 0850

MacFarlane Primary School
Grevillea Road
KATHERINE EAST NT 0850
Telephone: (08) 651 700

Dear parents and guardians

1 February 2022

Re: WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL

We are thrilled to welcome all students back to MacFarlane Primary School.
A special welcome to our new students and families to the MacFarlane Primary School family in 2022.
Keeping our kids and educators safe as we manage with COVID-19 in the NT is our highest priority.
In line with the Northern Territory’s return to school plan, we have preventative measures in place to keep our
learning environments as safe as possible for students, families and our staff.
I want to reassure families that we will support you and your child/ren to access ongoing education in 2022. Face to
face learning remains the most effective and preferred option to support your child/ren to be their best.
We acknowledge that at times, there may be nervousness to send your child/ren to school. Please take the time to
speak with us, if you or your child have concerns around attending school, so we can do our best, to together keep
learning an important part of a child’s routine during uncertain times.
At MacFarlane we want to look after our students. We will be washing hands, asking students in years 3 to 6 to wear a
mask and having windows opened.
In the first 4 weeks of Term 1, 2022 to minimise the risk to students and staff, we will not be doing any excursions and
will minimise visitors in schools.
We ask that all students be picked up and dropped off at our Kiss and Go area.
Please note: Parents of preschool and Transition are asked to wear masks, use the Territory Check in App, sanitise
hands on arrival and physical distance while in the school grounds as ONLY these parents are allowed to drop off
their children to their classes.
If we do have a positive case at school, or if your child tests positive, or you are a close contact, you can use the chart
to see what you need to do. See next page.
We understand this is not the usual start back to our school year, but it is the new normal to make sure our students
are safe.
We will continue to provide you with ongoing updates.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the front office number on 89 651 700.

Yours sincerely
Philip Russell
Principal, MacFarlane Primary School

